Loop Hoopla

Officials celebrate phase one completion of the Yelm Bypass project
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Officials celebrated the completion of phase one of the Yelm Bypass Wednesday. Next up: getting phase two completed.

What a transition it is, said Kevin Dayton, Olympic region administrator for Washington State Department of Transportation. The same group stood in the same location six months ago and it was a muddy field with a tractor.

Now the location is complete with Yelm’s first roundabout and a road connecting State Highway 510 to Killion Road. Eventually it will connect all the way around town to Walmart.

This is the first step in solving the congestion problem, Dayton said.

With the new road open, traffic will have a new option of getting around Yelm High School when school lets out.

During Wednesday’s celebration, area political representatives including Sen. Randi Becker, R-Eatonville and state representatives Tom Campbell, R-Roy and Jim McCune.

Campbell was instrumental in securing funding for the completion of phase one.

“What a glorious day we get to have,” Campbell said. “This is exactly what we’re in this for.”

After the official ribbon cutting the road block signs were moved and all those who attended the event were able to drive through the roundabout and onto the new bypass for the first time.

The goal of building the bypass is to reduce congestion on Yelm Avenue and First Street, and improve freight mobility, safety and circulation.
