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Rep. says he’ll fight for bypass funds

By Megan Hansen
Nisqually Valley News

Published: Thursday, December 31, 2009 11:12 AM PST
With the legislative session only weeks away, State Rep. Tom Campbell is preparing for the short 60-day session.

“Even though we have a short session, there’s a lot we can do,” Campbell said. “This session we need to make some changes.”

“I think sacrifices need to be made not in critical areas, but where we can.”

His legislation includes further crackdown on the chemical components of methamphetamine to property tax relief for disabled veterans.

He has no plans to seek further funding for the Yelm Bypass during this session, but anticipates fighting to keep funding for phase one.

“This year my goal is to pay for everything we got,” Campbell said. “A project can be stopped at any time.”

“I’ll be the gatekeeper so they don’t steal (our) money.”

Campbell plans on furthering his work on fighting methamphetamine use with House Bill 2454.

After leading an effort in the state legislature to control the large sales of pseudoephedrine, used as an ingredient in the manufacture of methamphetamine, Campbell wants to reduce its accessibility even further.

The previous legislation, which led to an 80 percent reduction in large meth labs around the state, needs new teeth to control the “backpack and pop bottle” labs that have replaced them, Campbell said.

Campbell said he’s working with law enforcement officials to model his legislation on an Oregon law, which requires a prescription to purchase any amount of pseudoephedrine and better accounts for each consumer’s use via the prescription network used by pharmacies.

“Meth has always been a big issue,” Campbell said. “It’s become such a volatile substance.”

Campbell also aims to crack down on domestic violence crime with a proposal that would require any alleged domestic violence suspect to stand before a judge for arraignment prior to posting a release.

“Protective orders just don’t work,” Campbell said.

The problem, he said, is suspects get out of custody too soon and react in further anger.

“This gives them a short cooling off period,” Campbell said.

Campbell also hopes to further his work fighting dangerous infections including the flesh-eating bacteria methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).

He hopes to reduce the rate of infections specifically in nursing homes.

“(MRSA) is getting bigger every year,” Campbell said. “There’s been a lot of problems in nursing homes, but not a reporting mechanism.”

Up until now, nursing homes have not been required to report any infections. Campbell wants to change that with HB 2453.

Other legislation Campbell hopes to pass are requirements for recycling fluorescent lights, preventing exposure to toxic elements such as mercury and bis-pehnol A, a toxin found in baby bottles.

The 2010 legislative session begins Monday, Jan. 11.
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