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Mt. Hwy and 304th St. gets traffic light
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With contractors on the left and state pols on the right (Rasmussen, Becker, McCune and Campbell) stakeholders cut the ceremonial ribbon at the new traffic lights at 304th St. and Mt. Hwy.

by Bruce Smith

After 49 accidents since 1999, causing 2 deaths and 60 injuries, the intersection of 304th St. and Mountain Highway (SR 7) finally has a traffic light.

The intersection was rated the 11th most dangerous in the state by WSDOT, and cost $626,000 to construct. Approximately 10,000 vehicles pass through the intersection daily.

"A lot of credit has to go to former State Senator Marilyn Rasmussen for her diligence in getting the appropriations," said Kevin Dayton, WSDOT regional administrator at a "Signal Activation Celebration" last week.

Design and preliminary engineering studies took place in 2007 when Rasmussen was still in office, and construction was completed with funding from the 2009 budget.

Rasmussen's replacement in the legislature, Senator Randi Becker (R-Eatonville) spoke warmly to her predecessor.

"Thank you, Marilyn, from the bottom of my heart," said the current senator, who said she avoided the intersection for nine years when she lived in the area because she considered making left turns onto Mountain Highway too dangerous, particularly at night.

Becker, a member of the Senate Transportation committee, joined her colleague from the House committee, Rep. Tom Campbell (R-Roy) in pledging to locate another traffic signal four miles further south on Mountain Highway, at the intersection with the Eatonville Cut-Off Rd. - SR 702.

"Traffic lights are expensive and the budget is tight, but we need this one," said Campbell, promising that the next major transportation package the legislature considers will have specific appropriations for the 702 signal.

The 702-Mt. Hwy intersection is rated #16 for danger.

As for the construction of these traffic lights, they are seemingly a simple affair; but at two-thirds of a million dollars they are certainly costly, which gives a hint of the actual complexity of the construction.

The new light at 304th utilizes over 7,000 feet of wiring and 5,000 feet of conduit. In addition, excavation time was budgeted at three days, but actually consumed nineteen due to unusual underground debris, according to Travers Electrical Inc., the contractor who installed the system. 

Add in engineering designs, environmental and zoning reviews, plus WSDOT administrative costs, and the traffic lights at 304th cost the equivalent of three homes.

Hence, the traffic signals at 702 will take another dogged political effort by the 2nd Legislative District delegation.
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