City of Yelm taking bids for Longmire restrooms
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Residents are getting closer to flushable toilets at Longmire Park.

The City of Yelm is accepting bids for the Longmire Park Enhancement Project, which is slated for a June completion date.

The $400,000 project includes bringing restrooms and a concession stand to the park.

Engineering figures estimate construction costs to range $280,000 to $330,000.

Costs include installing water and sewer lines out to the park located on Canal Road.

“This is a fun little project,” said project manager Stephanie Ray. “And it’s a great addition to the park.”

Bids will be accepted until 2 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 9.

Ray said the bids will be reviewed and taken to council.

She anticipates awarding the project in March and beginning construction in April.

The estimated completion time is 60 days so Ray estimates the project will be complete mid to late June.

In July, the city will host a ribbon cutting and invite the areas legislative representatives who helped secure funding.

The great thing about this project, Ray said, is that it’s not costing the city anything.

All the funding was received in a non-matching grant.

The city submitted a grant proposal to Representative Tom Campbell in 2009.

The restrooms will feature six standard and two ADA stalls.

Right now the park is equipped with portable bathrooms, which Ray said fill-up quickly during weekends.

A neat feature of the concessions stand, Ray said is that it will be set-up so people can plug their computers in for internet access.

She said this will be particularly nice for little leagues during registration.

“I think it will be helpful for people,” Ray said. “It’s one of the nicest parks in south county.”

The city hasn’t developed a system for the concession stands will be used, but Mayor Ron Harding said he envisions it being similar to the rental agreement used for Yelm City Park.


