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Representative Tom Campbell
Campbell and McCune chat with voters in Graham
by Bruce Smith

Following up on their whirl-wind series of Town Hall meetings two weeks ago, 2nd Legislative District representatives Tom Campbell (R-Roy) and Jim McCune (R-Graham) met with constituents last Saturday for a two-hour "coffee chat" at the Graham Fire Headquarters.

The primary theme of Saturday's meeting was anger at the prospect of higher taxes, particularly the overturning of Initiative 960, the Tim Eyman-generated initiative that has prevented legislators from raising any state taxes unless they have a two-thirds majority vote.

Campbell said Governor Gregoire is proposing a tax package totaling about $800 million designed to help plug a $2.8 billion shortfall in the state budget. The governor is also asking the legislature for at least $1.9 billion in budget cuts.

McCune said the state Republican leadership has a plan to close the current budget gap without any new taxes, but he was unable to give any specifics other than noting the $76 million from his Appropriations Committee, with over $20 million coming from prison closures.

As for Gregoire's new taxes, they have a wacky quality to them, such as a tax on candy, soda pop, and bottled water. In addition, there are many tax increases in arcane areas such as a 300 percent increase in the tax upon the wholesale distribution of hazardous substances, such as crude oil.

However, Campbell and McCune say that much of these obscure tax increases are budget manipulations designed to funnel more revenue into the state's general operations fund, and have nothing to do with the original intent of the taxes, such as in the case of hazardous fuels to provide funds to clean up oil spills.

Nevertheless, the constituents in Graham are opposed to any new taxes for any reason. Several business owners declared that they are so strapped they cannot afford to take on any more tax burdens.

Coupled to the tax ire was the over-arching desire to dramatically cut back government.

"We should cut DSHS by half," called out one member.

Campbell said massive cuts are coming, and warned that the budget situation will be much worse next year when all federal stimulus money is depleted. Campbell predicts a $10 billion shortfall within eighteen months, triple the current predicament, and he provided some of the grim details that will befall the state over the next few years unless the economy rebounds.

"The Basic Health Plan will disappear," he said, adding that eligibility requirements for state Medicaid benefits will be tightened significantly, from the current 300 percent of federal poverty level to 200 percent.

In addition, Campbell said there will be entire sections of state services that will vanish.

"There will be eruptions in state government - who works and who doesn't," he said, forecasting the layoffs of possibly thousands of state employees.
Article Comment Submission Form 



Top of Form

Please feel free to submit your comments.

Article comments are not posted immediately to the Web site. Each submission must be approved by the Web site editor, who may edit content for appropriateness. There may be a delay of 24-48 hours for any submission while the web site editor reviews and approves it. 

Note: All information on this form is required. Your telephone number is for our use only, and will not be attached to your comment. 
Name:
[image: image14.wmf]


Telephone:
[image: image15.wmf]


E-mail:
[image: image16.wmf]


Passcode:
This form will not send your comment unless you copy exactly the passcode seen below into the text field. This is an anti-spam device to help reduce the automated email spam coming through this form. 
[image: image17.png]Mygnu3





Please copy the passcode exactly
- it is case sensitive.
[image: image18.wmf]



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image19.wmf]

pencil


Message:
[image: image20.wmf]


 

[image: image21.wmf]S

ubmit

  [image: image22.wmf]Clea

r

 Form



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image23.wmf]

6



 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image24.wmf]

2495


Bottom of Form


	[image: image25.png]



	Top of Form

Search 
[image: image26.wmf]


[image: image27.wmf]S

earch


Advanced Search 

Bottom of Form




[image: image29.png]






[image: image31.png]






[image: image33.png]



[image: image34.png]




[image: image35.png]




	[image: image36.png]



	[image: image37.png]



	[image: image38.png]



	
[image: image39.jpg]Reach 30,000 South Pierce County readers






The Dispatch • PO Box 248 • Eatonville, WA 98328
dispatchnews@yahoo.com • Phone: (360) 832-4411 • Fax: (360) 832-4972
Software © 1998-2010 1up! Software, All Rights Reserved 

	[image: image40.png]



	[image: image41.png]





_1328549015.unknown

_1328549017.unknown

_1328549018.unknown

_1328549016.unknown

_1328549011.unknown

_1328549013.unknown

_1328549014.unknown

_1328549012.unknown

_1328549009.unknown

_1328549010.unknown

_1328549008.unknown

_1328549006.unknown

