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Bypass work kicks off with groundbreaking

By Megan Hansen
Nisqually Valley News

Published: Friday, April 16, 2010 3:32 PM PDT
Monday was a great day for Yelm as state and community leaders broke ground on the much-anticipated Yelm Bypass.

Representatives from all walks of life including Washington State Department of Transportation, the City of Yelm, Washington State Patrol and Washington Legislature gathered to celebrate.

State Representative Tom Campbell said he was proud to be one of the people to help secure funding for the project.

While the first phase of the project is fully funded, the second phase is currently unfunded.

“I’m with it for the long haul,” Campbell said. “I’ll be fighting hard to ensure funding comes for the second phase.”

“This is a great day and I’m proud.”

Phase one of the project starts at Mud Run Road, where the city will have its first roundabout.

The construction bid for the project came in at $4.1 million, 53 percent less than the engineer’s estimate.

It was awarded to Kent-based Scarsella Bros. on Feb. 24.

“Great job coming under bid,” said State Representative Jim McCune. “We really appreciate the extra money.”

Though not all the allotted money will be used on construction of phase one, the money might not stay within the project, said Neal Uhlmeyer, project engineer for the Washington State Department of Transportation.

Several things could happen, he said. The money could go to cover other potential projects funded through the Transportation Partnership Program (gas tax), or it could allow the state to decrease the amount of funding it invested in the project.

After nearly 20 years of working on the bypass and four mayors, Yelm Mayor Ron Harding said he’s happy to be the mayor who reaps all the benefits.

While the project is a state project, it has such great benefits to the city, they said they felt it was important to stick close.

“This is just the beginning, not the end,” Harding said.

Construction will include some work that will cause some lane closure on State Highway 510 at Mud Run Road off and on throughout the life of the project, Uhlmeyer said.

However, there are restrictions to when traffic can be impeded; 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. Monday through Friday and 9 p.m. to 7 a.m. Saturday.

The only time traffic will be disrupted during regular daylight hours, Uhlmeyer said, is when some trees will be taken down.

The goal of building the bypass is to reduce congestion on Yelm Avenue and First Street, and improve freight mobility, safety and traffic circulation through the City of Yelm.

The new road allows traffic to move more efficiently between Spanaway, Roy and McKenna in Pierce County and destinations in Thurston County, according to WSDOT.


Copyright © 2010 - Yelm Online

	[x] Close Window


