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Bill to crackdown on methamphetamine becomes law

Published: Wednesday, March 24, 2010 10:52 AM PDT
After more than eight years of working to eradicate the production of methamphetamine in Washington, Rep. Tom Campbell (R-Roy) says he’s proud to see his initial legislative efforts reach full fruition.

Today, Gov. Chris Gregoire signed into law Campbell’s House Bill 2961, which further cracks down on the production of methamphetamine. Campbell’s HB 2961 establishes a statewide electronic tracking system for non-prescription sales of methamphetamine precursors. Using data that’s already required to be captured by law, the electronic tracking system stops an illegal sale and works with no cost to the state or retailers.

“Today is evidence that persistence will yield results,” Campbell said. “We’re building on success, and we’re going to keep moving forward. I very much so appreciate the support and dedication of the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC), Consumer Health Products Association, Chelan County Sheriff Mike Harum,  Rite Aid Corporation, Safe Streets Campaign of Pierce County, Greater Pierce County Community Network, Barbara Dolan of the Community Action Team, and the Consumer Health Products Association (CHPA).”

After introducing previous legislation to wipe out more than 80 percent of methamphetamine labs in Washington, Campbell introduced HB 2961 to counter “smurfing,” which is going from store to store to purchase methamphetamine precursors that can be used for small scale productions of the drug.

House Bill 2961 also changes the daily sales limit for methamphetamine precursors to reflect federal law, which requires that merchants sell no more than 3.6 grams of methamphetamine precursors to a purchaser in a single day and no more than nine grams per 30 days. State law previously allowed a daily limit of two packages, with no more than three grams per package. 

Campbell’s HB 2961 will take effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is passed.

Contact: Tom Campbell 360-786-7912; Campbell.tom@leg.wa.gov
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